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AND SUDDEN DEATH 


Brutally and incisively, J. ©. Furnas, in the August issue 
of Reader's Digest, tells a story of traffic accidents with such 
gruesome fidelity that no one who reads it can ever fully forget 
it. Probably nothing written this year will be so widely quoted. 


"Time" devoted nearly a page to the article. Newspapers in 
many cities printed it in full. Judge Mcilahon in Washington read 
it aloud to a group of traffic violators in his court, and reach- 
ed the first page in the city's five daily newspapers. One radio 
editor sugested that it be broadcast over all the radio network. 

The article, headed by an introduction warning readers who 
find themselves nauseated not to read further, since there is no 
letdown in the author's outspoken treatment of sickening facts, 
starts with the premise that "what is needed is a vivid and sus- 
tained realization that every time you step on the throttle death 
gets in beside you, hopefully waiting for his chance", Then, ina 
crescendo of horror, it goes on ruthlessly - "the insane crumpled 
effect of a child's body after its bones are crushed inward -- an 
hysterical woman with her screaming mouth opening a hole in the 
bloody drip that fills her eyes and runs off her chin = it's dif- 
ficult to identify a body with its face torn off --=- a rail comes 
through the windshield and tears off your head with its splintery 
end ---= was mashed three feet broad and two inches thick against 
the rear of his own car" -- to the description of the emotions of 
a dying driver, and to the final advice to "take a look at your- 
self as the man in the white coat shaxes his head over you, tells 
the boys with the stretcher not to bother, and turns to somebody 
else who isn't quite dead yet". 


Reprints of the article may be obtained from the Reprint 
Editor, The Readers Digest, Pleasantville, N. Y. The price is two 
cents ver copy, or 31.50 per hundred. 
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NOMIZEZS FOR OFFICES AT FALL ELECTION 


Nominating tellers Harold F. Hammond and Zdward Eanes, 
after canvassing the noninatins ballots, have revorted that the 
followins have been nominated for office. The election is to be 
held at the Annual Dinner. Ballots have been sent to all who are ? 
elisible to vote, and may de mailed to Institute Headquarters or 
cast at the Dinner. 


For President 


Maxwell N. Halsey 
Lewis W. McIntyre 
Burton Marsh 
T. Mi. Matson 


Professor Roger L. Morrison was also nominated for Presi- 
dent, but has asked that his name be withdrawn, as his term as 
Vice-President does not expire until 19736. 


For Secretary-Treasurer 


Harold F. Hammond 
Hawley S. Simmson 


For Directors 


Ralvh W. Eaton 
Guy G. Kelcey 
Arnold H. Vey 
Sidney J. Williams 


RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE PUNGENTLY AT WORK 


The Resolutions Comittee, apoointed sub rosa by President 
UcIatyre, with a personnel unlmown even to its own membership, is 
holding nightly star-chamber sessions in full Institute regalia 
with masks. (Zd. Wote. Gas-7) 


All meetinzs are held on the garbase dwip south of town so 
that the members will feel strictly at home with their low sus 
sestions. The calle for order and adjournment are issued by the 
breying of an ass. Two brays signify that the meeting is in ses- 
sion, and promptly at four successive brays the meetins adjourns. 


I. Will Flaythem, the Committee Chairman, reports that the 
minutes of each meetin~ are beinz carefully nreserved in a used 
~rapefruit, fully air-conditioned by storazte in a piece of lin- 
tarcer too olé for any czood use. Their submission to the Insti- 
tute at its Annual Dinner is en event which is beinz looxed for- 
ward to with unmixed pleasure by the entire Comnittee. 
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Fisure A 


Plans for the printing of some 10,000 copies of the anual 
on Uniform Traffic Control Devices for Streets and Highways are 
proceeding steadily. A number of matters, largely editorial in 
nature, still remain to be adjusted or provided for. Among these 
is the desim provosed fora turning arrow on a traffic sisnal 
lens. The text of the Manual provides for such a turning arrow 
and indicates that a desim for such an arrow is shown in a cer- 
tain ficure. 


Already considerable attention has been given to this 
question by traffic engineers generally. The Bureau of Public 
Roads also made a brief laboratory test of certain desisms, and 
these tests indicated that a cesimn of the sort shown in Fisure A 
was vreferred. One important feature of this test seemed to be 
that the persons viewing the various desisms did not immediately 
understand them to be arrors. 


However, certain traffic enzineers who have been trying 
out various arrow shapes reported favor for the type of arrow 
shown in Ficure 3B. The fact that this has been fevored as the re- 
sult of actual use made it seem desirable to have a field caapar- 
ison made between the two designs. William A. Van Duzer (Nember), 
Director of Motor Vehicles of the District of Columbia, kindly 
had lenses prepared according to the two desisms and erected in a 
prominent position downtown. These are now being studied both day 
and nicht and under various conditions by a munber of observers. 


Ary comments from members of the Institute will be appre- 
ciated. They should be forwarded to Burton %. Marsh, chairman of 
the sub-cownittee dealing with traffic simals. He should be ad- 
dressed as Director, Sefety and Traffic in~ineering Department, 
American Antomobile Association, Washinzton, D. C. 
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MORE HORN BLOWING 


Apparently sentiment is not unanimously in accord with our 
correspondent E,. A. Rache, whose letter criticizing drivers for 
overworking their horns appeared in the July issue of TRAFFIC EN- 
GINEERING. An editorial in the July issue of Automotive Indust- 
ries says in part: : 


"There is no doubt that some motorists sound horns un- 
necessarily and thereby irritate many already taut 
nerves. But in these days when the accident toll is so 
heavy, both motorists and pedestrians need to use all 
their senses to be safe, and we should proceed careful- 
ly in attacking the horn racket." 


On the other hand, The American City for Jume quotes a re- 
port from Milan, where, as in several other Italian cities, a 
fortnight of traffic discipline and silence was tried in Septen- 
ber, 1954. Drivers of public vehicles were advised to reduce aud- 
ible signaling to the minimum required by safety. Street noises 
of all kinds were measured by recording instruments and analyzed 
as to the need for them. The result was less speed and more cau- 
tion, both drivers and pedestrians relying more on their own ob- 
servation than on warnings. In both Milan and Rome the experiment 
was popular and successful, and street accicents decreased 34 per 
cent from other years, 


Mayor La Guardia of New York City, according to an item 
from the Associated Press dated August 10 plans a month of noise- 
less nights in October, to be followed by a month of noiseless 
days, after which a series of anti = noise ordinances will be put 
in effect. Anything that makes noises, including police cars and 
fire engines, is to be curbed, 


BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS INITIATING STUDIES 


E. W. James (Member), L. E. Peabody (Member), and Lawrence 
S, Tuttle (Associate), with others of the steff of the U. S. Bur- 
eau of Public Roads, conferred with Iowa State officiels in Ames, 
Iowa, during August, regarding arrangements for extensive highway 
plenning studies to be made in that State. Similar studies in all 
the States are under consideration. 


E. H. Holmes (Associate), is supervising a survey of high- 
way capacity for the Bureau near Albany, New York. The study will 
extend from August 10 to September 8 inclusive. The findings will 
be combined with those of a similar study made last year in Mass- 
achusetts, and the complete report will probably not be available 
for publication before the end of the year. - (A translation of a 
report by Mr. Holmes on "The Effect of Control Methods on Traffic 
Flow" was printed in the May issue of Le Strade, published by the 
Touring Club Italiano in Milan.) 
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A CHALLENGE 


Karl J. Reeder (Member), Traffic Engineer, National Safety 
Council, made the following statement in an article published in 
the July issue of Public Safety: 


"Every traffic jurisdiction contains a variety of high 
accident locations, traffic ‘bottle necks,' enforce- 
ment problems, and other conditions, from which may be 
gleaned invaluable information. Every extensive change 
in traffic regulations, control equipment, or street 
or highway, is important as a source of data on the 
value of such a change when proper observations are 
taken before it is made and afterwerd," 


This is a challenge to members of the Institute. Undoubt- 
edly this statement is true. Members are taking advantage of the 
opportunities for research and acquisition of useful knowledge in 
their jurisdictions, but they are not always giving their brother 
enzineers or the Institute the full benefit of the knowledge they 
acquire, A few minutes could be spared from a busy week to write 
about some timely quirk in traffic engineering which might be of 
great value to others in the profession. The Editor will welcome 
all such contributions, 


FORMER PRESIDENT GOODRICH RECEIVES DEGREE FROM U. OF M. 


Ernest P, Coodrich, first President of the Institute, was 
given the honorary degree of Doctor of Engineering by the Univer- 
sity of Michigan on June 17, 1935. The citation read: 


"Ernest Payson Goodrich, of New York City, a graduate 
of the College of Engineering in 1698 and recipient of 
the progressional degree of Civil Engineering in 1901, 
whose mastery of the problems involved in vast con- 
structive enterprises has won international recornit- 
ion. Harbors, docks, and great public works, both here 
and abroad, bear witness to his knowledge. Honored by 
the American Society of Civil Engineers with the award 
of the Collingwood Prize in 1905 for his outstanding 
contributions, he has continued to combine research 
and publication with his work as a consultant, His 
career has been one of conspicuous succéss; his suc- 
cess, a measure of his attainment," 


The Institute extends its congratulations to Dr. Goodrich. 
The University's recognition of his long life of service is rich- 
ly deservede 
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THREE E'S IN WASHINGTON 


A condition that becomes intolerable results almost invar- 
iably in two reactions. The first, and most general, is a popular 
demand to "Pass a law against it," ignoring the fact that practi- 
cally always enforcement of laws already existent would solve the 
problem. The second reaction is the coining of a slogan to stir 
the indifferent to action. 


Laws are necessary; without them is nothing but anarchy or 
chaos. Slogans can be powerful and effective; they can plunge a 
nation into war and inspire men to die for a lost cause. But laws 
and slogans must be translated into action, else they can be only 
empty words. 


Traffic conditions have become intolerable and public re- 
action has run the usual course. Thousands of new regulations and 
laws have been written, and some enforced. New slogans have been 
phrased by eloquent speakers in the cause of highway safety, and 
have caused a certain amount of action. 


"The Three E's = Education, Engineering, and Enforcement"- 
have been harped upon in recent years. The phrase is rhythmical, 
alliterative, and mouth-fillin;. It is comprehensive and conclus- 
ive. Rhetorically, it is nearly perfect. But in the District of 
Columbia it had no effect. 


Engineering in the District is of the highest possible 
standard. Streets and highways are well designed and constructed, 
in accordance witha faresighted plan. Traffic control devices 
are numerous and excellent. Education of drivers and pedestrians 
has been vigorously attempted throughout the last ten years, cul- 
minating in an eight weeks educational campaign in which newspap- 
ers, police, schools, and civic bodies cooperated. 


In spite of these applications of two of the E's, the 1954 
death rate increased 56¢ per cent over 1933, and though the total 
number of fatalities from January 1 to July 20, 1935, was 6 less 
than in the same period of 1934, the number of injuries increased 
from 2,153 to 2,377, and the total accidents from 4,115 to 5,521. 
The climax was reached when, during the week following the close 
of the eight weeks educational campaign, 6 persons were killed in 
traffic accidents. Rectless drivers had ignored the efforts to 
educate them and nullified the results of good engineering, all 
because enforcement had not been adequate. 


On the morning of July 20 the police authorities started 
an intensive campaign of enforcement of traffic laws. Within the 
next 17 days 5,026 persons were arrested. During that period one 
was killed and 6 seriously injured. The averages for the 17 days, 
as compared with the period from January 1 to July 20, are shovm 
in the following table: 


Paze six 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
‘sf 
| 
> 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
1 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Daily Averages Daily Averages Decrease 

Jane 1 = July 20 July 20 = Aug. 8 Per Cent 
Accidents 33.87 25.218 2547 
Injuries 14.58 9429 56635 
Deaths 0.59 0.06 84.6 


Seventeen days is too short a time to warrant conclusions, 
but one might well be justified in assuming that if the police 
continue to enforce the law as vigorously as they are doing at 
this time, they will prove that the most efficient way to educate 
drivers is by enforcement, but above all that to get results from 
the use of the Three E's it is necessary to use all three. 


TRAFFIC AND TRANSPORT CONVENTIONS 


Arthur H. Blanchard (Member), Executive Director of the 
International Institute of Transport, has forwarded the following 
notices of three conventions to be held in Boston, liassachusetts. 


November 11 = National Pedestrians' Association. Annual 
Meeting and Convention. (Boston City Club). Executive Secretary 
M. S. Smith, 1468 Broad Street, Providence, Khode Island, 


November 12 # International Institute of Transport. An- 
nual Meeting and Convention. (Boston City Club). President, 
Charles Davis, 1468 Broad Street, Providence, Rhode Island. 


November 13 = National Highway Traffic Association. An- 
nual Meeting and Convention. (Boston City Club), Executive Di- 
rector, Arthur H. Blanchard, 1468 Broad Street, Providence, R,.I. 


These three organizations have adopted the following meth- 
od of procedure in handling reports: 


"Progress Reports, which do not contain Conclusions, 
should not be presented at meetings but should be sent 
to the Executive Director in order that the activities 
of the Committees be recorded. 


"A Report to be presented at a meeting shall open with 
a Conclusion and be followed by a concise statement of 
the reasons why the Committee adopted the Conclusion. 


"If a Report contains more than one Conclusion, the 
same procedure shall be followed relative to each Con- 
clusion. 


"In order to concentrate discussion, after a Conclus- 
ion and the reasons therefor have been presented, dis- 
cussion thereof will be requested, 


Pase seven 


| 
Bre 
<7 
v 
i 
= 
2 
> 
q 
4 
| 
i 
4 
j 4 
fi 


"As soon after the meeting as practicable, the re- 
ported discussion on a given Report will be sent to 
member of the Committee in order that the Report may 
be revised if desired. 


"The Report, in its final form, will be sent to each 
member of the Board of Governors together with a let- 
ter ballot relative to the Conclusions contained 
therein. An affirmative vote of two-thirds of the 
members voting is required for adoption." 


CORRECTION 


We regret that in the August issue of TRAFFIC ENGINEERING 
the tentative program of the Louisville meeting contained an err- 
or in the spelling of the name of Mr. Kirk M. Reid, of the Gener- 
al Electric Company, who is to speak on "Highway Lighting. 


TURNING ON RED LIGHT 


The question of permitting right turns to be made on a red 
light is causing much discussion in Chicazo, where one of the 
leading newspapers is conducting a campaign to have traffic regu- 
lations changed to permit such turns. A similar attempt failed in 
New York, when a bill legalizing such turns passed both houses 
during the last session of the legislature, but was vetoed by 
Governor Lehman. 


The question will probably be brought up for discussion at 
the Louisville meeting. 


AUTOMOBILE MANUFACTURERS JOIN SAFETY CAMPAIGN 


The Automotive Daily News, pointing out inits issue of 
August 17 that there is a "regular tidal wave of public opinion 
rising against the frightful continuity of automobile fatalities" 
says that automobile manufacturers and dealers alike have finally 
awakened to the sickening realization that the toll of accidents 
is beginning to frighten cautious folks from the roads. It cites 
a bulletin of the Pennsylvania Automotive Association entitled 
"Will Mounting Accidents Strangle Our Business?", and directs at- 
tention to the amount of hard cash being spent by the manufactur- 
ers, notably Plymouth (with safety films), Hudson (with 30-d.y 
free inspection service for all cars), General Motors (with mill- 
ion runs of safe - driving booklets), and Chevrolet (with a save- 
the-children campaizn coincident with school openin;). 
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